STATE OF THE NATION

Should American military power be used to spread democracy?
Should U.S. forces ensure the supply of oil?
Was the Iraq war worth fighting?

When should we fight?

In 200I, the United States invaded Afghanistan; we still have In 2003, the United States invaded Iraqg. All in all, do you think the war
approximately 10,000 American soldiers there. Do you think the United with Iraq was worth fighting?

States made a mistake in sending military forces to Afghanistan?

(Percentage of respondents who think it was not a mistake)

ALL AMERICANS 76% ALL AMERICANS 40%
DEMOCRATS 59% DEMOCRATS 4%
INDEPENDENTS 78% INDEPENDENTS 28%
REPUBLICANS 94% REPUBLICANS 84%

Would you approve of the use of U.S. military troops...

... to ensure the supply of 0il? ... to assist the spread of democracy? ... to destroy a terrorist camp?
ALL AMERICANS 24% ALL AMERICANS 27% ALL AMERICANS 75%
DEMOCRATS 10.2% DEMOCRATS 6.5% DEMOCRATS 57.3%
INDEPENDENTS 17.0% INDEPENDENTS 17.0% INDEPENDENTS  68.6%
REPUBLICANS 40.9% REPUBLICANS 53.2% REPUBLICANS 94.8%

... tointervene in a region where there ... to help the United Nations uphold ... to protect American allies under

is genocide or a civil war? international law? attack by foreign nations?

ALL AMERICANS 57% ALL AMERICANS 51% ALL AMERICANS 82%
DEMOCRATS 55.6% DEMOCRATS 70.5% DEMOCRATS 75.7%
INDEPENDENTS  52.3% INDEPENDENTS  46.4% INDEPENDENTS  76.5%
REPUBLICANS 61.4% REPUBLICANS 35.5% REPUBLICANS 91.9%

Iraq should be required to pay back to the United States the cost of rebuilding the country: 57% agree

The United States should “take care of the well-being of Americans and not get involved with other nations.”
Agree: 45% Disagree: 45%

Expanding trade with other countries is good for our country: 56% agree

Free-trade systems such as NAFTA have been bad for American workers: 61% agree

Source: MIT Public Opinion Research Training Lab Survey; Stephen Ansolabehere, principal investigator
Survey conducted in the first week of November 2005 on a nationally representative sample of 1,170 people, of which 45% were Democrats and 42% Republicans.
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